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the uses of propaganda. On the one hand they
"infected'3 the masses with the aggressive notions
which had hitherto been the monopoly of irascible
professors and the so-called Intelligent and, through the
technical discoveries of the twentieth century, they
could not only disturb the German working-man at
home, but also the peasant in the plains of Hungary
or even perhaps of the Russian Ukraine. On the other
hand, at least until March 1939, they could at the very
same time successfully ridicule the notion that Nazi
Germany harboured aggressive designs. Unlike Bis-
marck, they were not afraid to play with social revolu-
tion, and they therefore defeated Socialism everywhere
by taking its own words out of its mouth and by using
its own weapons against it. And all this was done, not
solely as Dr. Rauschning1 believes in the Loki spirit
of "Let the Gods die," but also with a certain genuine
belief in the glories of German vitality; this capricious
beast is powerful and at large and the Nazi leaders intend
to ride it while it lives; they thirst for power rather
than destruction; perhaps they aretoo ignoranttoknow
that history scarcely distinguishes between the two.
Among the prominent Nazis Alfred Rosenberg is
perhaps the most sincere; for this reason he has often
been kept in the background. He was born at Tallinn
(Reval), the capital of modern Esthonia, and fled to
Munich after the Russian Revolution. As a Baltic
German he feels himself to represent the formerly
oppressed nationalities of Russia, and as a Bait he still
regards Russia as Germany's necessary colonial space.
It was from Rosenberg that Hitler learnt to write,
"But if to-day in Europe we talk of new land, we can
1 See Die Evolution des Nihilismus, 1938.